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October Meeting Details

Oregon DEQ Cleanup Program – Past, Present and
Future

Tuesday, October 17th

Guest Speaker: Kevin Parrett, PhD

Location: Old Market Pub
6959 SW Multnomah Blvd
Portland, Oregon
6:00 pm Social
6:45 pm Dinner
7:30 pm Presentation
Dinner: Salad and Pizza

Oregon’s environmental cleanup program turns 30 years old next year. What started out as a
cleanup standard of background or lowest feasible has become a highly technical application
of human health and ecological risks. To expedite the investigation and cleanup of simple
sites DEQ has developed risk-based screening levels. For more complex sites a site-specific
risk assessment is conducted. Results of the risk assessment determine the need for and scope
of a feasibility study in which a range of remedial alternatives is developed and evaluated
against remedy selection factors that are specified in Oregon’s environmental cleanup law.

$25 Dinner

This presentation will highlight several notable cleanup sites that exemplify how the science
and decision-making have changed as DEQ’s cleanup program has matured over the past 30
Students FREE with RSVP
($5 if no RSVP)
years. It will summarize the regulatory framework governing the identification, investigation
Reservations by 4 pm Friday and remediation of cleanup sites in Oregon. The presentation will conclude with an overview
of DEQ’s strategic plan for the 2017-2019 biennium and identification of technical and policy
October 13th at
http://aeg-or-2017-10.brownpapertickets.com initiatives.
Exact Change Appreciated

There is a $2 surcharge for
those who do not reserve by
the deadline
Upcoming Meetings:
Nov
Dec
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May

21st
19th
3rd
20th
20th
17th
15th

Ashley Streig
Max Gummer
AEG/ASCE Meeting
Ray Wells
TBD
TBD
Student Poster Night

Bio: Kevin Parrett, PhD
Born and raised in the beautiful Northwest, Kevin is “all
Oregonian.” He grew up in what was the small hamlet of
Scappoose and enjoyed sports, fishing, hunting,
motorcycle riding and all things outdoors. Kevin
attended Southern Oregon State University, receiving a
BS in Chemistry, and Portland State University,
receiving a PhD in Environmental Chemistry. His career
has been split between the private and public sectors with
two stints at DEQ and two with consulting firms. As a
consultant he worked on all shapes and sizes of cleanup
sites including the Hanford Nuclear Reservation,
Umatilla Army Depot and Portland Harbor Superfund
Site. During Kevin’s first round at DEQ starting in 1995
he was part of the policy team that implemented comprehensive revisions to the Oregon
Administrative Rules governing cleanup (OAR 340-122) and authored numerous guidance
documents. Since returning to DEQ in 2012 Kevin manages one of the two NW Region
cleanup sections with a current staff of 14. His staff oversee Leaking USTs, Prospective
Purchaser Agreement sites, various upland and sediment sites and several Superfund sites. He
is DEQ’s lead manager on the in-water portion of the Portland Harbor Superfund Site.
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Message from the Chair
Thanks to everyone who attended our September meeting! We had a great turnout of professionals and
students for our first meeting of the year. A special thanks to Phil Wurst with the Oregon Department of
Transportation (ODOT), Region 2 for his presentation The Sheep Creek Bridge versus the Sheep Creek
Landslide, which we all learned – the landslide was winning until a clever, step-by-step deflection of
the landslide and protection of the abutments was performed.
The AEG 60th Annual meeting was held from September 12th through the 16th in Colorado Springs,
Colorado and, once again, the Oregon Chapter was well represented. We had several members from the
Chapter attend with Dr. Scott Burns giving two presentations: A Major Role for Engineering Geologists
Internationally - Help Produce Resiliency Plans for Major Hazards with an Example AND As Urban
Infrastructure Ages, We See an Increase in Landslides and Sinkholes – A Case History from Portland,
OR, USA. Thanks to everyone for taking time out of your busy schedules to prepare presentations and
represent the Chapter.
As a reminder, AEG provides numerous resources and benefits for membership that are too often
missed. We no longer receive paper copies of most AEG publications so to encourage re-engaging these
reads, here is a link to the latest issue of the AEG News: http://www.aegweb.org/?
page=AEGNewsNewIssue. Several other publications are available from this link as well and shouldn’t
be forgotten.
Lastly, I wanted to take a few sentences to broach a recent topic eluded to by the Oregon State Board of
Geologists Examiners (OSBGE) in their Summer 2017 Oregon Geologist Examiner. The OSBGE is an
important body who oversees our licensure and whether you agree or disagree with decisions that they
make, we all recognize their significance to us as professionals.
During the last term, our licensure fees were increased for projected future operating needs. The
following paragraph highlights an underlying concern that we should be considering:
The primary way to increase revenues without implementing fee increases would be to increase the
number of Board registrants. For a long time now, new registrations have essentially kept pace with
non-renewals. Based on trends, the Board does not expect new registrations to dramatically increase
anytime soon. Instead, the Board is concerned that registrations could decrease, at least temporarily, in
coming years as registrants of the “baby boomer” generation retire and perhaps elect to not maintain
registrations in retirement.
The existence of our licensure is constantly under pressure from all different directions and some you’d
never anticipate but a lack of growth or a decrease in RG and CEG registrants makes it all that much
easier of a target. I encourage everyone to begin considering how they can help grow our body of
registrants and enable younger geologists to gain the necessary experience to qualify for these exams.
I look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday, October 17th at the Old Market Pub as usual to welcome
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality’s Kevin Parrett, PhD, NWR Cleanup Program Manager.
Kevin will present on Oregon DEQ Cleanup Program – Past, Present and Future, which turns 30 years
old next year.
See you then, Mark Swank, CEG
AEG Oregon Chapter Chair
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2017 National Association of State Boards of Geologists
Council of Examiners Workshops, Portland, Oregon
The National Association of State Boards of Geologists (ASBOG) Needs You!
ASBOG will hold its fall Council of Examiners (COE) Workshop in Portland, Oregon, on Friday and
Saturday, November 3 and 4, 2017. The purpose is to review the fall 2017 ASBOG examinations just
given and review the subsequent examinations proposed for spring 2018. Licensed geologists are
needed to participate. While these subject matter experts (SMEs) typically are drawn from among
members of various state geology boards, additional volunteers are sought from the COE host state and
its adjacent ASBOG-member states that use passing of the ASBOG examinations as licensing
requirements. Over the long term, ASBOG has developed applicable and fair examinations used to lead
to geologist licensing.
The COE Workshop process is a key component of expanding and maintaining relevant and defensible
examinations for applicants seeking geologist licensing. Geologist SMEs play a critical role in
providing sufficient professional experience to the COE Workshop, which gives fair weight to all
geologist task areas. ASBOG conducts a Task Analysis every 5 years to support the COE’s strict
examination review process. Analysis results maintain the relevancy and currency of the examinations.
The COE Workshop is a 2-stage process and holds parallel sessions for both the fundamental and
professional examinations. The SMEs receive instruction from ASBOG’s psychometrician on the
Workshop process. On the first day, each SME unofficially takes the most recently given ASBOG
fundamental or professional examination. Then, the psychometrician guides a comparative discussion
of the groups’ collective examination results with those of the recent, fall examinees. Each item is
either accepted as given, double-keyed, or removed from the item pool. Individual examinee comments
are considered and discussed. Generally, seldom-used, new, or unclear items are reviewed by the COE
group, especially if performance results are of concern. If time permits, SMEs are encouraged to write
new items for the item pool.
This process is repeated on the second day to review and test items to be included in the spring
examinations. The groups then evaluate the historic performance of items, and improve items that need
improving.
ASBOG needs your participation as a COE Workshop SME. Please email a statement of interest, and
your credentials and contact information to Ms. Deana Sneyd, ASBOG Executive Director, at
dsneyd@asbog.org.
To qualify, each SME must hold a current license as a geologist in an ASBOG-member state that uses
the ASBOG examinations for registration. Further, each EMS must:


Be currently licensed as a geologist in the host state or an adjacent ASBOG-member state (i.e.,
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, or California).



Pass previously given fundamental and professional ASBOG examinations.



Work as a professional geologist in industry, academia, or government.



Serve the COE, with no ASBOG reimbursement of any travel expenses.



Agree to ASBOG terms and conditions, provided with the application, to participate.
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old enough to teach us
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“Keen observation is at
least as necessary as
penetrating analysis”
Karl Terzaghi
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Chapter Officers & Committee Chairs
Chair:
Mark Swank

Could Be

Aspect Consulting

Program Chair:

Legislature Chair:

Vacant

Jennifer DiGiulio
National Energy Technology Laboratory,
U.S. Department of Energy

You ?

markswank@comcast.net
jennifer.digiulio@netl.doe.gov
Chair Elect:

Field-Trip Chair:

Chris Humphrey

Erin Dunbar

Newsletter Editor:

FERC

Geosyntec Consultants, Inc.

Scott Braunsten

geohumphrey@yahoo.com

dunbar.erin@gmail.com

PBS Engineering and Environmental

Treasurer:

Membership Chair:

Webpage Editor:

Benjamin George

Ruth Wilmoth

Matt Randall

Cornforth Consultants, Inc.

Columbia Geotechnical, Inc.

PBS Engineering and Environmental

bgeorge@cornforthconsultants.com

ruthwilmoth@comcast.net

matt.randall@pbsusa.com

Secretary:

The Oregon Chapter is also on
the web at
http://www.aegoregon.org
National AEG webpage:
http://aegweb.org

Michael Marshall
GRI
mmarshall@gri.com
Past Chair:

PSU Student Chapter President:

Portland State University

Stephen Hay
Oregon Department of Transportation

Subscribe to the newsletter by sending any e-mail to
aegoregon-subscribe@groups.electricembers.net

stephen56362@gmail.com

Thanks For Supporting AEG
Aspect Consulting, Columbia Geotechnical, Cornforth Consultants,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), GRI, NACSE, Oregon Department of Transportation,
OSU, PBS Engineering and Environmental, Portland State University

The AEG Oregon Chapter Newsletter
The Association of Engineering Geologists (AEG) contributes to its members' professional success and
the public welfare by providing leadership, advocacy, and applied research in environmental and
engineering geology. AEG's values are based on the belief that its members have a responsibility to
assume stewardship over their fields of expertise. AEG is the acknowledged international leader in
environmental and engineering geology, and is greatly respected for its stewardship of the profession.
AEG OREGON CHAPTER NEWSLETTER is published monthly from September through May.
Subscriptions are for members of AEG affiliated with the Oregon Chapter or other Chapters, and other
interested people who have requested and paid a local subscription fee of $10.00. E-mail subscriptions
are free. News items are invited and should be sent to: Scott Braunsten, AEG Oregon Chapter
Newsletter Editor, PBS Engineering and Environmental, 4412 SW Corbett Avenue, Portland, OR
97239, e-mail: scott.braunsten@pbsusa.com, phone (503) 417-7737. Electronic media is preferred.
Deadline for submittal is the 25th of the month. Advertising: business card $100/yr; ¼ page $200/yr; ½
page $350/yr; 1 page $450/yr.

