
Scott has been working in the 
Swiss Alps for nearly 40 
years.  He is currently writing a 
book called, “Swiss Alps Alive”, 
which is about the natural history 
of the Swiss Alps.  There will be 

a section in it on 
landslides.  Last 
summer a group of 
40 geologists and 

engineers of the ILRG 
(International Landslide Research 
Group) had a 9 day field confer-
ence in the Alps led by Prof. 
Hans Kienholz of the University 
of Bern.  This talk will summa-
rize many of the classic case 
histories of rockfalls, debris 
flows, and translational slides 

they visited on the trip.  Dorian 
Kuper is the president of this 
group.  Scott will also add in 
many other case histories of land-
slides in the Alps: their causes, 
prevention and mitigation.   

The March Meeting Guest Speaker is Scott Burns 
from Portland State University. Presentation: 
Dynamic Landslides in Switzerland 
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Upcoming Meetings: 
 
• April 21: Student Night 

• May 19: Ed Medley 

Date: Wednesday March 18th  

Location: Old Market Pub 

6959 Multnomah 

Portland, OR 
6:00 pm Social 

7:00 pm Dinner 

8:00 pm Presentation 

Dinner: Pizza & Salad 

$15 Dinner ($5 Students) 

Reservations: 
mwegner@cornforthconsultants.com 
with “AEG Reservation” in 
the subject line or 971-222-
2047 by 4pm Monday  
March 16th. 

There is a $2 surcharge for 
those who do not reserve by 
the deadline. 

March Meeting Details 
NOTE: Meet-
ing Date is a 
Wednesday ! 

A reservation 
made is a 
reservation 
paid ! 

Scott has been teaching at the university level for 39 years in 
Switzerland, New Zealand, Washington, Colorado and Louisi-
ana before returning to Portland (where he grew up) in 1990 to 
teach at Portland State.  He has been chair of the Oregon Sec-
tion and President of AEG. Currently, he is Vice President of 
IAEG.  He has also been chair of the Engineering Geology 
Division of GSA and president of the Oregon Society of Soil 
Scientists. He has had 27 MS and PhD students complete their 
degrees under his supervision and currently has 6 students 
working with him.  He has over 90 publications.  He has been 
working actively with landslide for over 30 years. 

Bio: Scott Burns, Professor and Chair, Portland State 
University Department of Geology 

Joint Task Force on Areas of Practice 
Please see page 4 for detailed information. 
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Meeting on Wednesday the 
18th. Come join us for a classic 
Portland evening where our 
very own Scott Burns will be 
speaking on (you guessed 
it!) LANDSLIDES in Switzer-
land (slightly more exotic 
than the Coast Range) at the 
Old Market Pub (Portland mi-
crobrews!). I hope to see you 
there! 

AEG Oregon Section Chair 

Jason Hinkle 

is encouraging everyone to 
submit comments via the 
AEG website by March 22nd.  
In addition, the Oregon Section 
will be holding a discussion 
group on Monday, March 16th 
to review the document. For 
more information, see the sec-
tion of this newsletter dedicated 
to the JTFAP. 
 
Following the JTFAP Discus-
sion on Monday the 16th, we 
will hold our regular March 

I strongly encourage every-
one to read the draft docu-
ment released by the Joint 
Task Force on Areas of Prac-
tice and to submit 
any comments through 
AEG's website. This document 
attempts to define the practice 
of Engineering Geology 
among other things and could 
have considerable implications 
on what you can and can not do 
as a geo-professional in the 
future. AEG Executive Council 

Message From The Chair 

The AEG Awards committee is 
soliciting nominations for the 
three awards for which our com-
mittee is responsible. The 
Awards are: Claire P. Holdredge 
Award, Floyd T. Johnston Ser-
vice Award, and the Douglas R. 
Piteau Outstanding Young Mem-
ber Award.  Please consider mak-
ing a nomination.  There are 
many deserving members, but 
they must be nominated for con-
sideration.  Send nominations to 
the Committee Chair (Roz 
Munro) for the Awards Commit-
tee to evaluate. The AEG Awards 
Committee consists of: Rosalind 
Munro (Chair), Jessica Humble, 
and Kenneth Neal.  
 
1. The Claire P. Holdredge 
Award is presented for a publica-
tion within the previous five 
years by an AEG Member that is 
judged to be an outstanding con-
tribution to the Environmental & 
Engineering Geology Profession. 
Nominations for this award are 
made by the membership at large 
to the Awards Committee.  
Please submit a nomination with 
the name(s) of the AEG publica-
tion member(s), the title of the 
publication, and the publisher 
information.  

 

2. The Floyd T. Johnston Service 
Award is presented to an AEG 
Member for outstanding active 

and faithful service to the Asso-
ciation over a minimum period of 
nine years to coincide with 
Floyd's tenure as Executive Di-
rector.  Contemporary Board 
members are not eligible until 
one year after leaving office. 
Nominations for this award are 
made by the membership at large 
to the Awards Committee. For 
nominations to be valid, they 
must be endorsed by three mem-
bers having different AEG Sec-
tion affiliations. Please submit a 
nomination with the nominee 
endorsed by the required three 
members from different AEG 
Sections. 

 

 3. The Douglas R. Piteau Out-
standing Young Member Award 
is given presented to an AEG 
Member who is age 35 or under 
(who is not 36 until January 1 in 
the year following the Annual 
Meeting at which the Award is 
given) and has excelled, either 
singly or in combination, in the 
areas of Technical Accomplish-
ment, Service to the Association, 
and/or Service to the Environ-
mental & Engineering Geology 
Profession.  Please submit your 
nomination, or a nomination by 
your AEG Section.  Each AEG 
Section may choose and publi-
cize the name of an individual 
deserving of the Award and 

nominate that individual to the 
Award Committee.  

 

All Award nominations must be 
submitted to the AEG Awards 
Committee by March 31st .  All 
nominations for the Awards must 
be supported by descriptions of 
the individual’s accomplishments 
and/or service to the industry or 
publication’s merit (as appropri-
ate to the award).  The AEG 
Awards Committee, at its discre-
tion, selects the final candidates 
from the nominees for each 
Award.  Then the AEG Awards 
Committee forwards the Award 
selection recommendations to the 
President for confirmation.   

 

Please send or email your nomi-
nation to the Awards Committee 
Chair at the address below. 

 

Rosalind Munro, Chair  

e-mail: rmunro@mactec.com 

(323) 889-5366 
MACTEC Engineering and Con-
sulting, Inc.  
5628 E. Slauson Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90040 

AEG Awards Committee Solicitation for Nominations for 2009 
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“Keen observation is at 

least as necessary as   

penetrating analysis”  

Karl Terzaghi 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Geotechnical 
Environmental 
Groundwater 

 
 
 

Get more information 
about the subsurface 

 

(541) 757-7231      www.nga.com 

Northwest 
Geophysical
Associates 
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Thanks For Supporting AEG ! 
Columbia Geotechnical 

Cornforth Consultants 

Delta Environmental 

Geocon NW 

Kuper Consulting 

Oregon Department of Forestry 

Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries 

Parametrix 

Portland State University 

Joint Task Force on Areas of Practice 
From AEG Executive Committee… 
The Joint Task Force on Areas of Practice (JTFAP) has completed their corroborative efforts and preparation of 
the Practice Guidelines document. This is a joint effort among AEG, ASCE, and AIPG over the past years. Con-
sistent with the JTFAP Charter and direction provided by AEG's Directors, this document will not be published 
until our members have had the opportunity to review and comment. AEG Executive Council is encouraging 
everyone to submit comments via the AEG website by March 22nd. 
 
The review period began on February 20, 2009 and will end on March 22, 2009. Comments will only be re-
ceived by members of AEG. If you are acquainted with others whom have expressed interest or you otherwise 
feel may have interest in providing comments, those comments will need to be provided through the AEG mem-
ber. Comments will be reviewed and may be incorporated into the final document. Arrangements are being made 
to strive toward a joint publication among the three representative organizations and perhaps others. We look 
forward to your comments and a final publication that will serve our community of geologists and engineers with 
practice guidance that furthers both professions and the joint practice between both disciplines. 
 
To access the document, click Member Login at the top of www.aegweb.org and enter your Username and Pass-
word. If you have forgotten these, you can contact Cathy Wilson at (303) 757-2926 or cwilson@aegweb.org for 
the information. Once you are logged on, please click on the “JTFAP Draft Document” link in the middle of the 
Welcome Page. Comments on the document will only be accepted through the email response link on the page. 
By completing the response form, you will help the Committee review all member comments in an efficient 
manner.  
 
From AEG Oregon Section... 
In addition, the Oregon Section will be holding a discussion group on Monday, March 16th to review the JTFAP 
draft document. Everyone is welcome to participate. No reservation needed, Just show up ! 
 
JTFAP Discussion 
Objective: Provide a forum for discussion and draft a section response 
Date: Monday, March 16th 
Time: 6PM to 8PM(?) 
Location: Busters BBQ 11419 SW Pacific Hwy Tigard, OR 97223 
Agenda: Overview/Open comment period/Drafting a section response 



Section Officers & Committee Chairs 

Treasurer: 

Kevin Schleh 

Geocon NW 

Kevin@GeoConNW.com 

Past Chair: 

Matt Brunengo 

PSU  

mbrunengo@aol.com 

Chair: 

Jason Hinkle 

ODF 

jhinkle@odf.state.or.us 

Chair Elect: 

Dave Scofield 

ACOE 

 scofield@onemain.com 

Membership Chair:  

Ruth Wilmoth 

Columbia Geotechnical, Inc. 

ruthwilmoth@comcast.net 

Field-Trip Chair:  

Vacant 

History Chair:  

Vacant 

Legislature Chair:  

Dorian Kuper 

Kuper Consulting 

dorian@kupercon.com 

Continuing Education Liaison: 

 Andrew Harvey 

drewh1031@earthlink.net   

Newsletter Editor:  

Bill Burns 

DOGAMI 

bill.burns@dogami.state.or.us 

Webpage Editor:  

Darren Beckstrand 

Cornforth Consultants 

dbeckstrand@ 

cornforthconsultants.com 

PSU Student Chapter Presi-
dent: Serin Duplantis 

serin@pdx.edu 
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Could Be  
You ? 
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Program Co-Chair:  

Vacant 

Could Be  
You ? 

Secretary: 

Lisa Glonek 

Delta Environmental 

lglonek@deltaenv.com  

Program Co-Chair:  

Michael Marshall 

Parametrix 

mmarshall@parametrix.com 

Could Be  
You ? 

 

OREGON SECTION AEG NEWSLETTER is published monthly from September through May. Subscriptions are for members of AEG affiliated 
with the Oregon Section or other Sections, and other interested people who have requested and paid a local subscription fee of $10.00. E-mail sub-
scriptions are free. News items are invited and should be sent to: Bill Burns, OR Section AEG Newsletter Editor, Oregon Department of Geology, 
800 NE Oregon Street, Portland, OR 97232, e-mail: <bill.burns@dogami.state.or.us>, phone (971) 673-1555. Electronic media is preferred. Dead-
line for submittal is Friday three weeks before each meeting. Advertising: business card $100/yr; ¼ page $200/yr; ½ page $350/yr. Please notify 
Bill if you have a change to your email or mailing address.  

The Oregon Section Newsletter 

The Oregon Section is also on the web at http://www.aegoregon.org  
National AEG webpage: http://aegweb.org 

The Association of Engineering Geologists (AEG) contributes to its members' professional success and the public wel-
fare by providing leadership, advocacy, and applied research in environmental and engineering geology.  AEG's values 
are based on the belief that its members have a responsibility to assume stewardship over their fields of expertise.  AEG 
is the acknowledged international leader in environmental and engineering geology, and is greatly respected for its stew-
ardship of the profession.  


