
Upcoming Meetings: 
 
Mar. 16—Scott Burns 
Apr. 16—Student Night 
May 18—TBA 
June 1—TBA 
 

A Subsurface Mapping Survey (SMS) is a Geophysical Survey to detect, identify and map the location of 
either man made or naturally occurring subsurface objects. The objects include features as small as cracks, 
voids and rebar in concrete to underground storage tanks, buried waste drums and utilities to larger features 
such as landfills, contaminant plumes, shallow geologic layers and groundwater. Many fields of study util-
ize SMSs including geological, groundwater, engineering, environmental, mineral and oil exploration, ar-
chaeological, construction, military, forensic, treasure hunting, etc. A wide variety of geophysical surveys 
can be conducted depending on the objectives of the SMS. These include ground penetrating radar, mag-
netic, electromagnetic, gravity and seismic. This talk will focus on SMS engineering applications to shallow 
geology, roads and bridges and utility locating. 

The February Meetings Guest Speaker is Ralph Soule 
from GeoPotential—Subsurface Mapping Surveys 
(SMS) 
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Date: Tuesday February 16th 

Location:  Old Market Pub 

6959 SW Multnomah 

Portland, OR 

6:00 pm Social 

7:00 pm Dinner 

8:00 pm Presentation 

Dinner: Pizza and Salad 

$15 Dinner ($5 Students) 

Reservations: 
mwegner@cornforthconsultants.com 
with “AEG Reservation” in 
the subject line or 971-222-
2047 by 4pm Thurs Feb. 11th  

There is a $2 surcharge for 
those who do not reserve by 
the deadline. 

February Meeting Details 

I have been a consulting geophysicist for 30 years. After completing my education I worked for 4 years as a 
consulting geophysicist at EXPLORATION DATA CONSULTANTS in Denver, Colorado. During this 
period the majority of my experience consisted of consulting to oil and mineral exploration companies. In 
1979 I started GeoPotential in Golden, Colorado continuing to consult in exploration geophysics. In 1987 I 
moved GeoPotential to Gresham, Oregon and started consulting in environmental and engineering geophys-
ics. Since 1987 I have consulted on over 1,000 projects. My clients included private individuals, environ-
mental firms, construction companies, engineering firms and governmental organizations.  

To perform environmental geophysics I have developed a MOBILE GEOPHYSICAL OFFICE that allows 
me to acquire, process and interpret geophysical data on the project site. This both reduces the cost of geo-
physical surveys and allows for higher quality surveys. Using the MOBIL OFFICE I can perform Ground 
Penetrating Radar, Magnetic and Electromagnetic surveys. In addition I perform Downhole Video Logging 
surveys.  

With this data I perform SUBSURFACE MAPPING SURVEYS that consist of identifying and mapping 
the location of shallow subsurface objects that are of environmental or engineering interest. These include 
underground storage tanks, buried waste drums, utilities, trenches and pits, building foundations, rebar 
reinforcements, shallow geology, groundwater, contaminant plumes and a variety of other features. For the 
past eignt years I have been conducting mineral and treasure exploration programs in the Philippines 
through GeoPotential Philippines Incorporated. 

Speaker Bio: Ralph Soule III 
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“Keen observation is at 

least as necessary as   

penetrating analysis”  

Karl Terzaghi 
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Thanks For Supporting AEG ! 
Amec Earth and Environmental, Inc. 

Columbia Geotechnical 

Cornforth Consultants 

Delta Environmental 

Geocon NW 

Kuper Consulting 

Oregon Department of Forestry 

Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries 

Parametrix 

Portland State University 



Section Officers & Committee Chairs 

Secretary: 

Robin Johnston 

Amec Earth & Environmental  

Robin.johnston@amec.com 

Past Chair: 

Jason Hinkle 

ODF 

jhinkle@odf.state.or.us 

Chair: 

Dave Scofield 

ACOE 

 scofield@onemain.com 

Chair Elect: 

Lisa Glonek 

Delta Environmental 

lglonek@deltaenv.com  

Membership Chair:  

Ruth Wilmoth 

Columbia Geotechnical, Inc. 

ruthwilmoth@comcast.net 

Field-Trip Chair:  

Vacant 

History Chair:  

Vacant 

Legislature Chair:  

Dorian Kuper 

Kuper Consulting 

dorian@kupercon.com 

Continuing Education Liaison: 

 Andrew Harvey 

drewh1031@earthlink.net   

Newsletter Editor:  

Bill Burns 

DOGAMI 

bill.burns@dogami.state.or.us 

Webpage Editor:  

Darren Beckstrand 

Cornforth Consultants 

dbeckstrand@ 

cornforthconsultants.com 

PSU Student Chapter Presi-

dent: Kate Mickelson 

kmickels@pdx.edu 
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Treasurer: 

Kevin Schleh 

Geocon NW 

Kevin@GeoConNW.com 

Program Co-Chair:  

Michael Marshall 

Parametrix 

mmarshall@parametrix.com 

Could Be  

You ? 

 

OREGON SECTION AEG NEWSLETTER is published monthly from September through May. Subscriptions are for members of AEG affiliated 
with the Oregon Section or other Sections, and other interested people who have requested and paid a local subscription fee of $10.00. E-mail sub-
scriptions are free. News items are invited and should be sent to: Bill Burns, OR Section AEG Newsletter Editor, Oregon Department of Geology, 
800 NE Oregon Street, Portland, OR 97232, e-mail: <bill.burns@dogami.state.or.us>, phone (971) 673-1555. Electronic media is preferred. Dead-
line for submittal is Friday three weeks before each meeting. Advertising: business card $100/yr; ¼ page $200/yr; ½ page $350/yr. Please notify 
Bill if you have a change to your email or mailing address.  

The Oregon Section Newsletter 

The Oregon Section is also on the web at http://www.aegoregon.org  
National AEG webpage: http://aegweb.org 

The Association of Engineering Geologists (AEG) contributes to its members' professional success and the public wel-

fare by providing leadership, advocacy, and applied research in environmental and engineering geology.  AEG's values 

are based on the belief that its members have a responsibility to assume stewardship over their fields of expertise.  AEG 

is the acknowledged international leader in environmental and engineering geology, and is greatly respected for its stew-

ardship of the profession.  

Program Co-Chair:  

Vacant 


