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January Meeting Details

Mount Hood Highway Safety & Preservation
Project – FFO: US 26 MP 49.20 – MP 57.45 Sec.

Wednesday, January 6th

Guest Speakers: Stephen Hay and Benjamin George

Location: Crowne Plaza Hotel

The Mount
Hood
WILL BE HOSTING
Highway
THE BEVERAGES
(US 26) is a
primary
transportation
corridor
between the Portland Metropolitan
Area and Central Oregon.
The
highway travels through the Mount
Hood National Forest and drivers
have the opportunity to view Mount
Hood and the surrounding forest
from multiple scenic viewpoints.
Recreational activities within the
forest are accessed from the highway throughout the year, including skiing, snowshoeing, and
snowmobiling in the winter and hiking, biking and camping in the summer.

14811 Kruse Oaks Blvd
Lake Oswego, Oregon
6:00 pm Social
7:00 pm Dinner
8:00 pm Presentation
Dinner: Salad and Salmon
$35 Dinner
Students FREE with RSVP
($5 if no RSVP)
Reservations:
RSVP@aegoregon.org

with “AEG Reservation” in
the subject line by 12pm
Monday Jan 4th
There is a $2 surcharge for
those who do not reserve by
the deadline

Upcoming Meetings:
Feb
Mar
Apr
May

16th
15th
19th
17th

Rob Webb
TBD
Paul Santi
Jerry DeGraff and
Student Poster Night

HUESKER, INC.

The highway between MP 49.20 and MP 57.45 is located in steep mountainous terrain. This section
has experienced a higher than average crash frequency, especially under winter-time driving
conditions, as compared to other rural highways. From 2003-2013, 98 crashes occurred between MP
49.20 – 51.90 and resulted in 88 injuries and 4 fatalities. A majority of the crashes were run-off-theroad and cross-over accidents. Existing rock slopes in this section are up to 160 feet high and the
catchment areas at the base of the slopes are not designed to today’s standards. Rock blocks frequently
fall onto the travel lanes of the highway.
The FFO: US 26 MP 49.20 – MP 57.45 Sec. Project will improve safety by reducing severe crossover
crashes that lead to fatalities and serious injuries. Project elements include the installation of a median
barrier between the eastbound and westbound travel lanes, extension of downhill passing lanes by
approximately 1,400 feet, and cutting back rock slopes to a more stable geometry which includes
providing adequate catchment areas. Pavement throughout the project will be rehabilitated with a grind
and inlay.
The presenters will discuss the multi-discipline coordination required to address project challenges and
develop unique solutions. Geotechnical project design elements will be discussed in detail. A
summary of construction activities during the first and second seasons and planned work for the third
construction season will then be presented.
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Bio: Stephen Hay, RG, CEG
Stephen is an Engineering Geologist with the
Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT),
Region 1 Geo/Environmental Unit. He has over 20
years of experience in geotechnical project
development, design, and construction of highway
infrastructure and specializes in slope hazard
mitigation which includes emergency response to
rockfall, debris flow, and landslide events
impacting the highway system. He received BS
degrees in Geology and Geography from Portland
State University and is licensed as a Registered
Geologist and Certified Engineering Geologist in
Oregon and as a Licensed Geologist and Licensed
Engineering Geologist in Washington. Mr. Hay is
involved in engineering geology professional organizations and currently serves as Chair Elect for the
Oregon Section of the Association of Environmental and Engineering Geologists (AEG).

Bio: Benjamin A. George, PE, RG, CEG
Ben is an Associate Engineer at Cornforth
Consultants, Inc., with over 12 years of
engineering geology and geotechnical engineering
experience with an emphasis on rock slope
stability and rockfall hazards working with federal
and state transportation departments; local, state,
and federal government agencies; and public utility
companies. His experience includes development
of mitigation measures for major rockfall and
landslide hazards, geologic site reconnaissance,
geotechnical and groundwater investigations, soil
and rock material sources, mine tailing
management, and construction observation. He is
the senior lead of the CCI rope access team with
extensive experience conducting on-slope work efforts related to reconnaissance, investigation and
observation of rock slope stability projects. He received a BS and MS degree in Geology and
Geological Engineering from the Colorado School of Mines in Golden, Colorado. Mr. George is a
Professional Engineer, a Registered/Professional Geologist and a Certified Engineering Geologist.

HUESKER, Inc. will be hosting the beverages for January
6th Social Hour!

“Keen observation is at
least as necessary as
penetrating analysis”
Karl Terzaghi

HUESKER is the world's leading manufacturer of
geosynthetics, agricultural and industrial textiles. Its
products and services provide solutions for the
business areas Earthworks and Foundations, Roads
and Pavements, Environmental Engineering,
Hydraulic Engineering as well as applications in
Industry and Agriculture.
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Message from the Chair
Happy New Year from the Oregon Section of AEG!
Thanks to everyone who came out for our December meeting at the Old Market Pub! We had a great
turnout and we were pleased to have George Freitag present his case study summary of 25 years of
rockfall along South River Road in Salem. Special thanks to Manuel Castaneda and PLI Systems for
their sponsorship of the beverages at the December meeting! As with all of our sponsors and newsletter
advertisers, we’re grateful for PLI’s substantial and ongoing support of our Section. For those of you
who missed the meeting, we presented past-Chair (2013-2014) Darren Beckstrand with a special award
for his years of outstanding leadership on the Oregon Section Board. The camaraderie, hosted
beverages, and excellent presentation made for a fantastic final meeting of 2015!
As I mentioned during my announcements at the December meeting, the national AEG Board of
Directors (BOD) is changing in 2016 to a new model where Regional Directors (as opposed to Section
Chairs) represent larger regions, creating a smaller national BOD. Our Region will include Oregon,
Washington, Idaho, Alaska, and Hawaii. While there are many advantages to the new BOD model,
one possible consequence of the regionalized representation is the potential for “dilution” of the voice
of some mid-sized (yet strong) chapters in a region dominated by a larger chapter. The Oregon Section
(the future “Oregon Chapter”) has a strong history of participation and leadership on the national BOD
and we’d all like to make sure that this representation continues. Ideal candidates for the 3-year-term
Regional Director would be Oregon Chapter members with past experience with AEG at the national
level, such as past Section Chairs or national-level committee members. If you have suggestions of a
great candidate to nominate for this role (or especially if you’d like to volunteer yourself), please don’t
hesitate to approach me or another Board member.
On Wednesday, January 6th we will have our annual Joint Meeting with the ASCE Geotechnical
Group. As noted earlier in the newsletter, the January presentation “Mount Hood Highway (US 26)
Safety & Preservation Project” will be delivered by Stephen Hay, CEG (Oregon Section Chair Elect)
and Ben George, PE, CEG. Particularly for those of us who have observed phases of construction
while travelling up and down this section of roadway, it will be exciting to learn more about the
technical aspects of this project. As an added bonus for this event, we’re pleased to have HUESKER,
Inc. hosting the beverages! This year is ASCE’s turn to host, so the meeting will be held at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Lake Oswego. Please note the rapidly approaching meeting date and RSVP right away.

See you in 2016,
Adam Reese, CEG
Oregon AEG Section Chair

Thank You PLI for Hosting the
December Meeting Beverages!
PLI Systems, Inc. is dedicated to providing the most innovative solutions for challenging soil and
foundation issues. With nearly 30 years of experience, PLI Systems has the expertise and equipment to
handle almost any soil and foundation stabilization problem. PLI Systems has gathered specialized
equipment from all over the world and have hired experts from various fields to train their employees.
From temporary or permanent shoring to drilled and grouted tie-back anchors to dewatering - there may
be a few contractors who perform some of the services they offer, but PLI Systems is the only company
that does it all.
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Oregon Geologic Maps, Reports and More Now Free Online

Introducing Publications Center, an online hub for FREE download of maps, reports, data, articles
and more published by the Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI).
Everything DOGAMI has published since 1937 is now available, from early mining reports to
spectacular imagery created with cutting-edge lidar technology to geodatabases.
Browse Publications Center here: http://www.oregongeology.org/pubs

Winter Courses at PSU


G410/510, Tectonic Geomorphology, Adam Booth, 4 credits, TTh, 16:00-17:05 and Lab F 14:0016:00



G410/510, Earthquake Geology, Ashley Streig, 4 credits, MW 13:00-13:55, and Lab F, 12:0013:35



G410/510, Geodynamics, Max Rudolph, 4 credits, MWF, 11:30-12:35, and Lab W, 12:45-13:50



G410/510, Exploration for Oil and Seismic Interpretation, John Bershaw, 4 credits, MW 12:4513:50 and lab F. 11:30-13:20



G424/524, GIS for the Natural Sciences, David Percy, 4 credits, TTh, 14:00-15:05 and Labs either:
TTh 12:00-13:50 or TTh 10-11:50



G448/548, Chemical Hydrogeology, Ben Perkins, 4 credits, TTh 16:40-17:50 and Lab Th 18:0019:30

Classes start January 4 and end in mid-March
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“The earth is large and
old enough to teach us
modesty.”
Hans Cloos
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Thanks For Supporting AEG
Apex Companies, LLC
Columbia Geotechnical
ESA Vigil-Agrimis
GRI
NACSE
Oregon Department of Transportation
OSU
PBS Engineering and Environmental
Portland State University
PRISM Climate Group
US Army Corps of Engineers
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Section Officers & Committee Chairs
Chair:

Program Chair:

Adam Reese

Michael Marshall

Apex Companies, LLC

GRI

AReese@apexcos.com

mmarshall@gri.com

Chair Elect:

Field-Trip Chair:

Stephen Hay

Erin Dunbar

Oregon Department of Transportation

dunbar.erin@gmail.com

Legislature Chair:

Could Be

Vacant

You ?

Visiting Professional Program (VPP) Chair:

Could Be

Vacant

You ?

Stephen.HAY@odot.state.or.us

Treasurer:

Membership Chair:

Newsletter Editor:

Mark Swank

Ruth Wilmoth

Scott Braunsten

PBS Engineering and Environmental

Columbia Geotechnical, Inc.

PBS Engineering and Environmental

mark.swank@pbsenv.com

ruthwilmoth@comcast.net

scott.braunsten@pbsenv.com

Secretary:

Webpage Editor:

Chris Humphrey
US Army Corps of Engineers
geohumphrey@yahoo.com

Past Chair:

The Oregon Section is also on
the web at
http://www.aegoregon.org
National AEG webpage:
http://aegweb.org

Keith Olson
PRISM Climate Group, NACSE,
OSU
olsonke@nacse.org
PSU Student Chapter President:

Linda Mark
ESA Vigil-Agrimis

Subscribe to the newsletter by sending any e-mail to
aegoregon-subscribe@groups.electricembers.net

lmark@esassoc.com

Bryan Allen
Portland State University
bryan23@pdx.edu

The Oregon Section Newsletter
OREGON SECTION AEG NEWSLETTER is published monthly from September through May.
Subscriptions are for members of AEG affiliated with the Oregon Section or other Sections, and other
interested people who have requested and paid a local subscription fee of $10.00. E-mail subscriptions
are free. News items are invited and should be sent to: Scott Braunsten, OR Section AEG Newsletter
Editor, PBS Engineering and Environmental, 4412 SW Corbett Avenue, Portland, OR 97239, e-mail:
scott.braunsten@pbsenv.com, phone (503) 417-7737. Electronic media is preferred. Deadline for
submittal is the 25th of the month. Advertising: business card $100/yr; ¼ page $200/yr; ½ page $350/
yr; 1 page $450/yr. Please notify Scott if you have a change to your email or mailing address.
The Association of Engineering Geologists (AEG) contributes to its members' professional success and
the public welfare by providing leadership, advocacy, and applied research in environmental and
engineering geology. AEG's values are based on the belief that its members have a responsibility to
assume stewardship over their fields of expertise. AEG is the acknowledged international leader in
environmental and engineering geology, and is greatly respected for its stewardship of the profession.

