
MEETING DETAILS 

Date: Tuesday, Nov 20, 2018 

Location: Old Market Pub 

6959 SW Multnomah Blvd  
Portland, OR 97223  

Evening Agenda: 

6:00 pm Social Hour  

6:45 pm Dinner  

7:30 pm Presentation 

Registration: 

Web:  https://aeg-or-2018-

11.brownpapertickets.com/ 

Phone: (971) 222-2045 

Fees: $25 Private Industry 

        $20 Public Agencies 

        Free for Students 

Deadline: 

Noon, Monday, Nov 19, 2018 

$2 surcharge for those who do 

not register by the deadline. 

Glaciers and Water Runoff Guest Speaker: Dr. Andrew Fountain 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Wed, December 5th, 2018 
Ben Leshchinsky (OSU - Forest Eng Dept) 

Mike Oleson (OSU - Civil Eng Dept) 

Wed, January 16th, 2019 
Doug Boyer (FERC) 

(Joint AEG/ASCE Meeting) 

Tues, February 19th, 2019 
Weston Thelen (USGS) 

Tues, March 26th, 2019 
Debrah Green (Geologist Writer) 

(Jahns Distinguished Lecturer) 

Tues, April 16th, 2019 
Bill Burns (DOGAMI) 

Will Struble (UO - PhD Candidate) 

Tues, May 21st, 2019 
Student Poster Night 
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Glaciers can be thought of frozen reservoirs of water that are released during the hottest and 

driest times of the year, naturally buffering the effects of drought. As the climate warms these 

reservoirs shrink supplying extra water that would otherwise not be available. This short term 

benefit occurs at the expense of long term buffering capacity such that, as these un-

replenished reservoirs shrink less ice is available to bugger future droughts. Globally, 

the loss of water stored on the landscape increases sea level. This 

presentation investigates the interaction of water and glaciers, 

specifically how water is routed and stored in glaciers, glacier-caused 

floods, and the relationship between glaciers and water runoff. 

Note: meeting date is 
Tuesday, Nov. 20, 2018 

Bio: Dr. Andrew Fountain 
Dr. Fountain received a PhD from the 

University of Washington in 1992 while he 

was employed by the US Geological 

Survey. Prior to receiving his PhD, he was 

in the USGS Water Resources Division office in Tacoma, WA.  He then transferred to the 

Denver Federal Center and worked there until 1995 when he 

came to Portland State University (PSU). Dr. Fountain currently 

has appointments in the Geology and Geography Departments at 

PSU. He has been working on glaciers and glacier hydrology his 

entire career including studies in the Arctic, Antarctic and 

western US. Dr. Fountain has a glacier in Antarctica named after 

him, received the Hoffman Award for research at Portland State, 

and is a Honorary member of the Mazamas for his work on 

glaciers of the American West.  He has also received addition 

awards from various professional societies. 
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Defending Licensure  
Opinion Courtesy of Christopher Humphrey 

As a continuation of the discussion from last month about effective communication of the 
importance of geology licensure, this month I would like to get down to the basics and ask, 
fundamentally, what it is about the practice of geology that makes it valuable to the public?  
Yes, we all know what applied geologists generally do; from economic geology to 
groundwater, engineering geology to geophysics, paleontology and beyond.  I can discuss at 
length each one of these sub-specialties and demonstrate how applied geologists help 
contribute and improve the lives of the public through their works.  However, when 
communicating to law makers about geology licensure, using simple broad concepts is 
commonly more effective than providing a dissertation about the virtues of the practice. 

So, at the most fundamental level, what do 
applied geologists do?  Although we may all 
have slightly different answers, for me the 
answer has always been clear.  Applied 
geologists use their knowledge of earth 
processes to predict subsurface conditions and 
geologic hazards, commonly with limited site-
specific data.  We can do this not because we 
are good guessers, but because we have been 
trained and educated on how the earth has formed, and we can use this knowledge to predict 
site conditions spatially and temporally.  Applied geologists don’t simply collect data and 
base their conclusions or designs on that collected data; we use the combination of the data 
and our knowledge of the earth to predict site conditions beyond that which the data, by 
itself, can provide.  With this unique ability, trained and qualified geologists can reduce 
uncertainty and risk, and help ensure the health and welfare of the public.  

“Keen observation is at 

least as necessary as   

penetrating analysis”  

Karl Terzaghi 

Message from the Chair 
Well, the 2018 mid-term elections are over, and our democracy continues to live on (who 
would have thought?).  We can now all go back to watching our favorite fall TV shows 
without fear of more political ads; ads that continue to haunt my dreams. 

During last month’s meeting I announced that the November meeting would be on 
Monday, instead of our regular third Tuesday of the month.  Well, we’ve changed our 
minds.  PLEASE NOTE: this month’s meeting will be on TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 
20TH at the Old Market Pub.  If you show up on Monday, we will not be there.  But you 
still have my permission to eat some pizza and drink some beverages as practice for 
Tuesday’s festivities. 

Looking ahead to our December’s meeting, we ‘are’ going to switch things up a bit and 
have the meeting earlier, on Wednesday December 5th, so be sure to put it on your 
calendars.  The Holidays are a busy time, and we thought that moving the meeting to 
earlier in the month will help reduce everyone’s stress, and possibly increase meeting 
attendance. 

Looking even further ahead, our joint AEG/ASCE meeting will be held Wednesday 
January 16th.  Again, it will not be on our regular night.  We had a little difficulty finding a 
large enough venue for a Tuesday meeting, so we decided to change the meeting date, 
which had a lot more venue availabilities.  This year’s AEG/ASCE meeting will be held at 
Kells Irish Pub in downtown Portland.  It should be great fun.  

Christopher Humphrey, R.G., C.E.G. 
Oregon AEG Chapter Chair  
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Free Journals 
Courtesy of Scott Burns, PSU Geology Professor 

I have been collecting journals at PSU over the past 20 years as our fellow engineering 
geologists retired and have given me their collection of journals.  I need to clean out the 
storage basement at PSU and am offering them to anyone for free!  I will deliver whatever 
you want.  Some offices may want some for their libraries or your own personal 
libraries.  Either call me (503-725-3389) or email me (burnss@pdx.edu) or talk to me at a 
monthly meeting!  A list of available journals is offered below.  

 

Publication Available Dates/Volumes 

International AEG (IAEG) Bulletin 1980’s 

AEG Bulletin 1972-1984 

AEG Meeting Programs and Abstracts 1984-1986 

Soil Science of America Journal 1937-2004 

Journal of Environmental Equality 1975-2001 

American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) 1970-1990 

Geologic Society of America (GSA) Bulletin 1974, 1975 

USGS Groundwater Papers Vol 659-2040 

USGS Bulletin Vol 380-1457 

USGS Circular Vol 372, 726, 790, 838 

USGS Reports Vol 81-502, 98-4083 

Military Engineering 1973-1982 

Geothermal Misc. 

Mining Law  
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“The earth is large and 

old enough to teach us 

modesty.” 

Hans Cloos 
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“A soil adapted to the 

growth of plants, is nec-

essarily prepared and 

carefully preserved; and, 

in the necessary waste of 

land which is inhabited, 

the foundation is laid for 

future continents, in or-

der to support the system 

of the living world..” 

James Hutton 
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PSU Student Chapter President:  

Jessica Moore 

Portland State University 

jlm29@pdx.edu 

Newsletter Editor:  

Opportunity Two 

Dream.job2@gmail.com 

Webpage Editor:  

Matt Randall 

PBS Engineering and Environmental 

matt.randall@pbsusa.com 

Members, Volunteers, Aspect Consulting, Columbia Geotechnical, Cornforth Consultants Inc., DOGAMI, 
Earth Dynamics LLC., Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), Geobrugg, GRI, Hi-Tech Rockfall, 
Holt Drilling, NACSE, ODOT, Oregon State University, Pacific Geophysics, PBS Engineering & Environ-

mental, PLI Systems, Portland State University, Western Oregon University 

Thanks For Supporting AEG 

Field-Trip Chair:  

Erin Dunbar 

Geosyntec Consultants, Inc.  

dunbar.erin@gmail.com 

The Oregon Chapter is also on 
the web at  

http://www.aegoregon.org  
National AEG webpage:  

http://aegweb.org 

The AEG Oregon Chapter Newsletter 

AEG OREGON CHAPTER NEWSLETTER is published monthly from September through May. 

Subscriptions are for members of AEG affiliated with the Oregon Chapter or other Chapters, and other 

interested people who have requested and paid a local subscription fee of $10.00. E-mail subscriptions 

are free. News items are invited and should be sent to: Ben George, AEG Oregon Chapter Chair-Elect, 

Cornforth Consultants, Inc., 10250 SW Greenburg Road, Suite 111, Portland, OR 97223, e-mail: 

bgeorge@ccilt.com, phone (503) 452-1100. Electronic media is preferred. Deadline for submittal is the 

25th of the month. Advertising: business card size $100/yr; ¼ page $200/yr; ½ page $350/yr; 1 page 

$450/yr.  

The Association of Engineering Geologists (AEG) contributes to its members' professional success and 

the public welfare by providing leadership, advocacy, and applied research in environmental and 

engineering geology.  AEG's values are based on the belief that its members have a responsibility to 

assume stewardship over their fields of expertise.  AEG is the acknowledged international leader in 

environmental and engineering geology, and is greatly respected for its stewardship of the profession.  

Chapter Officers & Committee 

Chair: 

Chris Humphrey 

FERC 

geohumphrey@yahoo.com 

Membership Chair:  

Ruth Wilmoth 

Columbia Geotechnical, Inc. 

ruthwilmoth@comcast.net 

Legislature Chair:  

Jennifer DiGiulio 

National Energy Technology Laboratory, 

U.S. Department of Energy  

jennifer.digiulio@netl.doe.gov  

Program Chair:  

Opportunity One 

Dream.job1@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 

Michael Marshall 

GRI 

mmarshall@gri.com  

Chair-Elect: 

Benjamin George 

Cornforth Consultants, Inc. 

bgeorge@ccilt.com 

Past-Chair: 

Mark Swank 

Aspect Consulting 

markswank@comcast.net  

Subscribe to the newsletter by sending any e-mail to  

aegoregon-subscribe@groups.electricembers.net 

Secretary: 

Nancy Calhoun 

DOGAMI 

nancy.calhoun@oregon.gov 

Help us at 
AEG Oregon 

bring inspiring 
knowledge and 

ideas.  

Help AEG 
Oregon build 
community, 

this is a great 
expreience 
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