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MEETING DETAILS
Date: Wednesday,
March 16, 2021

Location: Virtual
Link: Join Zoom Meeting
(https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/83000277488?
pwd=QVlXcVM3bHlSdUR2ZklWNWM
3elgwQT09)

Meeting ID: 830 0027 7488
Passcode: 952519

Evening Agenda:
6:00 pm Virtual Presentation

Deadline for registration:
March 15, 2021

Following in the Footsteps of Charles Darwin:
Combining History and Geology to Assess
Earthquake and Tsunami Hazards
Presented by: Dr. Lisa L. Ely
Department of Geological Science, Central Washington University

Abstract:
The young explorer, Charles Darwin, experienced a large earthquake in Chile during his world-wide voyage on The Beagle, which led him to make some of the earliest scientific observations of the geological effects of earthquakes. Our team of geologists followed Darwin’s footsteps to the region of central Chile that was struck
by this historical earthquake in 1835, and again by another devastating earthquake
in 2010. The well-documented earthquakes and tsunamis in Chile provide examples
of how geology, archaeology, and historical documents can be combined to better
understand earthquake hazards in similar regions around the world.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:
April 20th: John Seward

Left photo is a sketch by John Clements
Wickham showing destruction of the
city of Concepción, Chile in the earthquake of February 1835 (from FitzRoy,
1839)

May 18th: Student Night
June 15th: TBD

Right photo is a collapsed building in
Concepción, Chile after the earthquake
in February 2010
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“The earth is large and

old enough to teach us
modesty.”
Hans Cloos

Bio: Dr. Lisa Ely
Dr. Lisa Ely is a Professor in the Department of Geological Sciences at Central
Washington University, where she has been a faculty member since 1994. She
received her B.S. from Principia College in Illinois, M.S. and Ph.D. from the
University of Arizona, and an NSF Post-doctoral Fellowship at the Pennsylvania
State University. Dr. Ely’s research
interests are Geomorphology and
Quaternary Geology, specifically fluvial
geomorphology, tsunami deposits,
paleofloods, and other natural hazards.
Her recent research projects include
tsunami deposits in Chile and elsewhere,
long-term links between floods and
climate, and the effects of large wood in
river channels.

Message from the Chair
Happy March Oregon Chapter.
After most of the snow has melted from last month, I caught a nice sunny day
outside and saw some daffodil and crocus blooming. For me, these are the first
signs of spring and the promise of brighter and warmer days. It feels like a light at
the end of this virtual tunnel.
Our talk with Shawn Rapp (ODOT) last month was very informative. Not only did
Shawn present a ton of information on ODOT Hazardous Materials operations and
Clean Fill Determinations, but as Shawn lost power at the office, we found out
what it’s like to be in a two-geologist household from his wife Beth Rapp
(GeoPacific Engineering, Inc.) who was online from home.
Our March talk will be by Professor Dr. Lisa Ely from Central Washington
University titled “Following in the Footsteps of Charles Darwin: Combining
History and Geology to Assess Earthquake and Tsunami Hazards.” In April John
Seward, PE, GE. (Oregon Department of Forestry, Retired) will be presenting on
coastal debris flow events and in May we will have our annual Student Night.
Continued . . .
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Chair Message Continued . . .
The Oregon Chapter Board is in need of a few volunteers. Please contact myself
or any other board member if you have an hour or two every month that you could
donate to help with Chapter operations. Being a part of the team is a great way to
be involved in your profession and expand your network of friends and
colleagues. Our chapter has been run by volunteers since 1965. For the last 56
years 1 or 2 AEG Oregon members have stepped up to keep things going. Now it
could be your turn to stand on the shoulders of giants. Or really, it’s a bunch of
normal sized people in more like a human pyramid.
Join us!
Be careful out there and keep yourself out of trouble.
Mike Marshall
AEG Oregon Chapter Chair.

Awards!
It’s that time of year again. The nominations for the Claire P. Holdridge, Floyd T.
Johnston, and Douglas R. Piteau Awards are due by March 15. We were fortunate
to have some nominations for the awards last year but very few. We are fear full
that this year, without in person meetings and reduced communications we there
may not be any nominations this year. In spite of the pandemic many of our
members deserve to be recognized for their contributions to AEG. Especially our
young members. The Piteau Award receives few, and most often, no nominations.
They are the life blood of AEG.
Below are the criteria for nominations. If you have an outstanding induvial that
you would like to nominate please send an email to contact@aegweb.org.
Holdredge Award
The Holdredge Award, first established in 1962 by the Association of
Environmental & Engineering Geologists, is named in honor of Claire P.
Holdredge, a founding member and the first President of the association. The
award is presented for a publication by an AEG Member(s) within the 5 previous
years that is judged to be an outstanding contribution to the Engineering Geology
profession. Nominations for this award are made by the membership at large to the
Awards Committee. The Committee, at its discretion, selects a candidate from the
nominees for confirmation by the President. The award, not necessarily conferred
annually, is presented at the Annual Banquet. Nominations are due March 15 each
year and should be submitted to Headquarters.
Nominations for the Holdredge award only require one AEG nominator however
support from additional AEG members is considered.
Continued . . .
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Awards Continued . . .

old enough to teach us
modesty.”
Hans Cloos

Johnston Award
The Johnston Award, established in 1982 on the occasion of his retirement on the
association’s 25th anniversary, is named in honor of Floyd T. Johnston, the first
Executive Director of the association. The award is presented to a member for
outstanding active and faithful service to the association over a minimum period
of 9 years, to coincide with Floyd’s tenure as Executive Director. Contemporary
Board members are not eligible until one year after leaving office. Nominations
for this award are made by the membership at large to the Awards Committee. For
nominations to be valid, they must be endorsed by 3 members having different
Chapter affiliations. The Committee chooses the candidate(s) from the
nominations for consideration and selection by the President. The Award, not
necessarily conferred annually, is presented at the Annual Banquet. Nominations
are due March 15 and should be submitted to AEG headquarters.
The Johnston Award requires the nominee to be endorsed by members from 3
different Chapter affiliation.
Piteau Award
This award, established in 1985, is named in honor of Douglas R. Piteau, a
deceased Member of the Association who distinguished himself early in his career
as an expert on landslides and rock slope stability. This award is presented to a
Member who is age 35 or under (not 36 until January 1 in the year following the
Annual Meeting in which the Award is given) and has excelled, either singly or in
combination, in the following areas: Technical Accomplishment, Service to the
Association, and Service to the Engineering Geology Profession. Each Chapter is,
at its discretion, to choose an individual deserving of the Award, to publicize the
nomination at the Chapter level, and to nominate the individual to the Awards
Committee. Nominations can also be made by the membership at large to the
Awards Committee. The Committee, at its discretion, selects a candidate from the
nominees for the President’s confirmation. The Award, not necessarily conferred
annually, consists of an engraved plaque which is presented at the Annual
Banquet. Nominations are due March 15 and should be submitted to Headquarters.
A Chapter may make a nomination however any individual AEG member may
also make a nomination. The nomination is for either singly or in combination, in
the following areas: Technical Accomplishment, Service to the Association, and
Service to the Engineering Geology Profession.
Thank you for your continued support in recognizing all of our individuals who go
above and beyond!
Oregon AEG Board
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growth of plants, is necessarily prepared and
carefully preserved; and,
in the necessary waste of
land which is inhabited,
the foundation is laid for
future continents, in order to support the system
of the living world..”

James Hutton
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Chapter Officers & Committee Chairs
Chair:

Program Chair:

Legislature Chair:

Michael Marshall

Jasmin Jamal

Sebastian Dirringer

GRI

Aspect Consulting

Cornforth Consultants

mmarshall@gri.com

jjamal@aspectconsulting.com

SDirringer@CornforthConsultants.com

Chair –Elect:

Field-Trip Chair:

Newsletter Editor:

Nancy Calhoun

Erin Dunbar

DOGAMI

Geosyntec Consultants, Inc.

nancy.calhoun@oregon.gov

dunbar.erin@gmail.com

This could be
you!

Volunteer Needed
This could be you!

Treasurer:

Membership Chair:

Webpage Editor:

Aine Mines,

Ruth Wilmoth

Matt Randall

Cornforth Consultants , Inc.

Columbia Geotechnical, Inc.

mattrandall3@gmail.com

amines@cornforthconsultants.com

Secretary:
Bryon Free
Bryonfree@gmail.com

Past-Chair:
Benjamin George

Cornforth Consultants, Inc.

ruthwilmoth@comcast.net

The Oregon Chapter is also on
the web at
http://www.aegoregon.org
National AEG webpage:
http://aegweb.org

PSU Student Chapter President:

TBD
Portland State University

Subscribe to the newsletter by sending any e-mail to
aegoregon-subscribe@groups.electricembers.net

bgeorge@ccilt.com

Thanks For Supporting AEG
Members, Volunteers, Aspect Consulting, Columbia Geotechnical, Cornforth Consultants Inc., DOGAMI,
Earth Dynamics LLC., Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), Geobrugg, GRI, Hi-Tech Rockfall,
Holt Drilling, NACSE, ODOT, Oregon State University, Pacific Geophysics, PBS Engineering & Environmental, PLI Systems, Portland State University, Western Oregon University

The AEG Oregon Chapter Newsletter
The Association of Engineering Geologists (AEG) contributes to its members' professional success and
the public welfare by providing leadership, advocacy, and applied research in environmental and
engineering geology. AEG's values are based on the belief that its members have a responsibility to
assume stewardship over their fields of expertise. AEG is the acknowledged international leader in
environmental and engineering geology, and is greatly respected for its stewardship of the profession.

AEG OREGON CHAPTER NEWSLETTER is published monthly from September through May.
Subscriptions are for members of AEG affiliated with the Oregon Chapter or other Chapters, and other
interested people who have requested and paid a local subscription fee of $10.00. E-mail subscriptions
are free. News items are invited and should be sent to: Ben George, AEG Oregon Chapter Chair-Elect,
Cornforth Consultants, Inc., 10250 SW Greenburg Road, Suite 111, Portland, OR 97223, e-mail:
bgeorge@ccilt.com, phone (503) 452-1100. Electronic media is preferred. Deadline for submittal is the
25th of the month. Advertising: business card size $100/yr; ¼ page $200/yr; ½ page $350/yr; 1 page
$450/yr.

